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SUBJECT: PRESUMPTIVE DEATH LAW RESTRICTED 
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1. THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (PROCTJRADOR GENERAL) HAS RESTRICTED POTEN- 
TIAL GOVERNMENT USE OF THE PRESUMPTIVE DEATH LAW (LAW 22068) IM- 
PLEMENTED LAST YEAR. WHEN THE LAW WAS ANNOUNCED HUMAN RIGHTS 
GROUPS EXPRESSED SERIOUS CONCERN THAT THE LAW WOULD BE USED BY 
THE GOVERNMENT TO DECLARE THE "DISAPPEARED " DEAD EVEN OVER THE 
OBJECTIONS OF FAMILY MEMBERS. A LOWER RANKING OFFICIAL ACTING ON 
HIS OWN INITIATIVE DID ON ONE OCCASSION ATTEMPT TO USE THE LAW 

IN THE WAY HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVISTS FEARED BUT HE WAS DISAUTHOR- 
3IZED (BUENOS AIRES 330) . WE ARE AWARE OF NO INSTANCE WHEN THE 
GOVERNMENT, AS A MATTER OF POLICY, ATTEMPTED TO MISUSE THE 
PROVISIONS OF 22068. BUT NOW THAT ATTORNEY GENERAL HAS CLOSED OFF 
SVEN THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH AN OPTION BY" INSTRUCTING PROSECUTORS 
rHAT THEY MAY ONLY INVOKE THE PRESUMPTIVE DEATH STATUTE IN THE 
ABSENCE OF A SPOUSE OR BLOOD RELATIVES. 

2. COMMENT: HUMAN RIGHTS ADVOCATES ARE PLEASED BY THIS DEVELOPMENT. 
JNE HUMAN RIGHTS ACTIVIST ALSO ALLEGED THAT THE ATTORNEY GENERAL'S 
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iCTIONS DEMONSTRATE THAT THE CONCERNS ABOUT POSSIBLE MISUSE OF 
HE LAW WERE WELL PLACED. MAYBE SO, BUT IT IS ALSO WORTH NOTING 
HAT THE LAW WAS NOT IN FACT MISUSED. NOW THE GOVERNMENT WHICH 
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WAS SOMEWHAT SURPRISED BY THE NEGATIVE REACTION TO THE LAW HAS 
MOVED TO ELIMINATE ITS CONTROVERSIAL ASPECT. 
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